AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of procuring a component, comprising the 
steps of: 

establishing at least one bid criterion a b i d cr i ter i a for said component; 

establishing a first bid request i n r e spons e corresponding to said at least one bid 
criterion bid cr i tor i a : 

identifying at least one potential supplier for said component; 

submitting said bid request to said at least one potential supplier; 

receiving a bid response from at least one of said at least one potential supplier; 

comparing said bid response with said at least one bid criterion b i d crit e ria ; 

determining that said bid response is undesirable i n rosponso to based on said 
comparison; 

modifying said at least one bid criterion for said component b i d critor i a in 
response to said bid response being undesirable; 

establishing a second bid request i n rosponso corresponding to said modified at. 
least one bid criterion b i d cr i t e r i a : 

identifying at least ono socond one second potential supplier; 

submitting said second bid request to said at least ono socond one second 
potential supplier; 

receiving a second bid response from at least one of said at least one second 
potential supplier s e cond pot e nt i a l suppl ie rs ; and 



selecting at least one of said at least one second potential supplier second 
pot e ntial supp lie rs i n r e sponse to based on said second bid response. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 1 , wherein the step of 
modifying said at least one bid criterion for said component b i d cr i toria includes the 
stops step of [[:]] establishing a plurality of bid criteria corresponding to a plurality of 
subcomponents of said component , sa i d subcomponents forming at l oast a port i on of 
sa i d compon e nt; and 

mod i fy i ng sa i d b i d critor i a in response to said p l urality of subcompononts . 

3. (Currently Amended) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein tho stop of 
modifying said plurality of bid criteria includes tho stop of mod i fying sa i d bid cr i toria i n 
rosponso to at l oast ono of a des i gn, a funct i on, and a cost [[,]] associated with at least 
one of said subcomponents. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) A method, as set forth in claim [[4]] 2, wherein the step 
of establishing said second bid request includes the step of requesting at least ono of a 
purchase of at least one of said plurality of subcomponents , a fabr i cation of at l oast ono 
of said subcompononts, and an ass e mb l y of sa i d subcompon e nts to form sa i d 
compon e nt . 
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6. (Currently Amended) A method, as set forth in claim 5, further comprising the 
steps of: 

assembling said plurality of subcomponents to form said component w i th a 
second componont ; and 

assembling a system i n r e spons e to based on said component assembly . 

7. (Currently Amended) A computer based method of procuring a component, 
comprising the steps of: 

establishing at least one bid criterion a b i d critoria for a component; 
establishing a bid request i n response corresponding to said at least one bid 
criterion b i d cr i t e ria : 

posting said bid request on a web site; 

receiving [[a]] at least one bid response from at least one potential supplier; 

subsequent to receiving at least one satisfactory bid response, selecting at least 
one of said at least one potential supplier to supply said component i n response to sa i d 
b i d response ; 

subseguent to receiving no satisfactory bid responses, substituting at least one 
alternative bid criterion for said at least one bid criterion for said component 

procuring said component from sa i d suppli e r; and 

integrat i ng said componont w i th a system, sa i d system inc l ud i ng at lo ast a 
second compon e nt . 
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8. (Original) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 7, wherein said bid 
request is an open bid request. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer based method, as set forth in claim [[8]] 7, 
further comprising , subsequent to receiving no satisfactory bid responses, the steps of: 

comparing sa i d bid r e sponse with sa i d b i d cr i teria; 

modify i ng sa i d b i d cr i t e ria i n r e spons e to sa i d b i d respons e b ei ng an und e s i rab le 

hirl- 

X71XXJ 

establishing a second an alternative bid request directed to subcomponents of 
said component i n rosponso to sa i d mod i f ie d b i d cr i t e r i a based on said at least one 
alternative bid criterion ; 

establishing at l oast ono second potentia l supplier; 

submitting said second alternative bid request to sai4 at least one second one 
alternative potential suppliers [[;]] 

rocoiv i ng a second b i d rosponso from at l oast ono of said at l oast ono second 
potent i a l supp li er . 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A method of procuring at least one component associated with 
a custom system, comprising the steps of: 

establishing a custom system design, said design including a plurality of 
components; 
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establishing a bid criteria for at least one of said plurality of components; 
establishing a bid request in response to said bid criteria; 
identifying at least one potential supplier for said at least one of said plurality of 
components; 

submitting said bid request to said at least one potential supplier; 
receiving a bid response from at least one of said potential supplier; 
comparing said bid response with said bid criteria; 

modifying said bid criteria in response to said modified bid response being an 
undesirable bid; 

establishing a second bid request in response to said modified bid criteria; 
establishing at least one second potential supplier; 
submitting said second bid request to said at least one second potential 
suppliers; 

receiving a second bid response from at least one of said second potential 
supplier; and 

selecting one of said second potential suppliers to supply said component, in 
response to said second bid response. 

12. (New) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein the step of establishing 
said second bid request includes the step of requesting fabrication of at least one of 
said plurality of subcomponents. 
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13. (New) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein the step of establishing 
said second bid request includes the step of requesting assembly of at least two of said 
plurality of subcomponents to form said component. 

14. (New) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein said plurality of bid criteria 
includes a design associated with at least one of said subcomponents. 

15. (New) A method, as set forth in claim 2, wherein said plurality of bid criteria 
includes a function associated with at least one of said subcomponents. 

16. (New) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 9, further comprising 
the step of posting said alternative bid request on a web site. 

17. (New) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 9, further comprising, 
subsequent to receiving no satisfactory bid responses, the step of receiving at least one 
bid response from said alternative potential suppliers. 

18. (New) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 17, further 
comprising, subsequent to receiving no satisfactory bid responses, the step of selecting 
at least one of said alternative potential suppliers to supply said subcomponents. 

19. (New) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 18, further 
comprising, subsequent to receiving no satisfactory bid responses, the step of procuring 



said component from said selected at least one supplier selected among the alternative 
potential suppliers. 

20. (New) A computer based method, as set forth in claim 9, wherein said 
alternative bid request relates to a cost of each of said subcomponents and at least one 
of a design and a function associated with said subcomponents. 



